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INZ recognises that regular work activity updates with its members are essential. The goal is to do this on a monthly basis, covering a few initiatives and updating the more pertinent ones each time. Feedback (both positive and negative) is much appreciated, as it helps us to ensure we are representing all our member’s interests.   

Advocacy & Leadership

Canterbury Water Management Strategy – 

A joint submission was made with Federated Farmers, DairyNZ, HortNZ, Fonterra and Dairy Holdings Ltd. The submission strongly supported the direction and collaborative spirit of the strategy but also raised concerns and highlighted potential pathways forward for the; regulatory process and intent; the proposed entities, executives and committees and their appointment; the ability to achieve certain targets; existing users; audited self management; efficiency and reliability of supply; relationships with current on-going processes; incentivising the whole community; water brokerage transfer and trading; biodiversity and environmental restoration. A copy of the submission will be made available to INZ members on the website.

Infrastructure Plan – 

A submission was made on the Infrastructure: Facts and Issues – Towards the First National Infrastructure Plan. This supported and encouraged the inclusion of rural water infrastructure component in the national infrastructure plan. However, it also highlighted that the rural water infrastructure component of the document needed to better portray the actual and potential, benefits and opportunities that existing, upgrading existing and new rural water infrastructure, would create for NZ Incorporated. A copy of the submission will be made available to INZ members on the website.

ECan - Water Management Charges –

ECan are inviting resource consent holders to attend a series of consultation meetings to find out more about the introduction of state of environment and investigation charges, scheduled for implementation from July 1st 2010. The meetings are being held throughout Canterbury to discuss a proposal developed in consultation with an industry working group, including representation from Irrigation New Zealand, Federated Farmers & HortNZ.  

Following the meetings, there will an opportunity to make written submissions to the working group through until January 15th 2010. A list of dates and locations are included below. The venues along with submission forms will be available on the Environment Canterbury website www.ecan.govt.nz. Letters with information will also be sent to each consent holder.
	Date 
	Centre

	Monday 30th November
	Little River-  3.30-5.00pm

Christchurch - 6.30-8.00pm

	Tuesday 1st December


	Dunsandel - 2.00-3.30pm 

Ashburton 6.30-8.00pm

	Thursday 3rd December


	Waimate - 1.30-3.00pm

Kaikoura 1.30-3.00pm

Timaru - 6.30-8.00pm

	Friday 4th December
	Waipara  - 10.30-12.00pm

Culverden - 1.30-3.00pm

	To be confirmed
	Twizel


Workshops & Conference

Governance Training for Scheme Board Members – 
Thanks to all those interested in signing up to this course. Our October 6th workshop was a huge success with a full house and now a waiting list for our next programme. The date for this will be March 2010. If you missed out on the last course and haven’t already put your name down on the waiting list for the next one please do so by contacting Chris (ccoughlan@irrigationnz.co.nz). We will notify you of the actual course date soon. By the way INZ can provide this course for approximately half the cost of a standard Institute of Directors course.

Remember this is about building leadership capability now and for the future – so identify those young ones in your community and get them involved!  If you need a refresher on your role in the governance of water – then this is the course for you!  If you are a developing scheme or ‘user‘ group, this opportunity is an important part of your development. You must give your chosen or elected leaders the knowledge and skills to make decisions and govern well.  

We would like to acknowledge Chapman Tripp and PricewaterhouseCoopers for making this opportunity possible.

Heads-up – Pilot Centre Pivot & Lateral Move Operator Training Course

A centre pivot and lateral move operator training course has been successfully developed by the Co-operative Research Centre - Irrigation Futures, Australia. Partnering with FAR and DairyNZ, INZ are planning to run two pilot day courses in mid December, one for farmers and one for industry, to assess its suitability for NZ. There will be 20 places available on each, on a first in best dressed basis. The date and venue will be confirmed in the very near future. The course will cover the financial, planning, design, system performance, management and maintenance aspects required for optimal performance. 
Conference - Irrigated Agriculture – NZ’s economic future and more..
Our program is very full and we are pleased to be able to announce some of the key conference themes -

· Water - Managing NZ’s Greatest Asset

· Water Infrastructure – Future Proofing NZ’s Primary Industry

· Establishing Trust – The Key to Managing Our Own Destiny

· Optimising Demand Management

If you are interested in the future of your water then this conference is a must.  The opportunity exists to learn from both national and international case studies. 

Are you involved in the development of a new scheme, governance of an existing scheme or trying to optimise your irrigation performance on-farm? - The INZ conference has practical advice, tools and experiences for you to learn from.

We would like to make a special note of thanks to Meridian, Hynds and MAF (working together with MED) for coming on alongside as Principal Partners. 

Sponsorships and exhibition sites are selling fast – so get involved now and check it out at www.irrigationnz.co.nz
Finally, please remember this conference is FOR YOU, our INZ members.  We have a great venue and a great programme … please note now INZ conference, 26th to the 28th April 2010 in your diaries as this will be a conference not to miss. 

Website

We are currently undertaking a complete overhaul of our website – hence why not much has changed over the last few months! There are also some other useful initiatives underway that will be revealed in the New Year. The ‘go live’ date is planned for December 18th 2009.

Projects

Four project funding applications were lodged with SFF; Decision Support System for Fish Screen Installations; Irrigator Operator Training; A ‘How to’ Guide for Irrigator User Group Establishment; Collaborative Water Management for the Rakaia-Selwyn.

We are also working with other primary sector partners to develop a Primary Growth Partnership funding application which will; establish a benchmarking system for irrigators water use (it is planned that nutrient management aspects will be integrated into this in the long-term); build capacity around resource knowledge and its improved application.

The benchmarking system will create a means for irrigators to compare their performance with their peers and the optimal management, as well as better demonstrate collective performance to the wider community. It is essential we move in this direction and become more accountable for our actions, building trust with the wider community – only then will we be able to move forward without doing battle!

The capacity building aspect will include improving resource knowledge, particularly soils in the intensively farmed areas, and making the essential information (soil water properties, climate and peak and seasonal crop water use requirement) easily and widely available for both farmers and the irrigation service industries.

Irrigation Australia Conference, Swan Hill, Victoria

Graeme Sutton and I had a very productive 3 days in Swan Hill. It was a valuable experience for both of us, as we made contact with a number of key industry players, building opportunities for a collaborative approach with both our sister Australian organisation and the wider industry. A number of participatory workshops were held including one on water metering and yes irrigators in Australia are facing the same challenges as us, especially around installation, although their accuracy requirements are 2.5% not 5%. One of the key themes running through the conference was scheme modernisation with a number of speakers covering projects that are part of the national water infrastructure upgrade program.....which with federal, state and private will total $30 billion over the next 10 years!

Andrew Curtis

Chief Executive

Any queries:


Andrew Curtis, Chief Executive 

acurtis@irrigationnz.co.nz
Chris Coughlan, Business Manager  
ccoughlan@irrigationnz.co.nz
Pat Brown, Administrator

admin@irrigationnz.co.nz
OR call us on 03 379 3820
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