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INZ recognises that regular work activity updates with its members are essential. The goal is to do this on a monthly basis, covering a few initiatives and updating the more pertinent ones each time. Feedback (both positive and negative) is much appreciated, as it helps us to ensure we are representing all our members’ interests.   

Advocacy & Leadership

Submissions

WRRP PPC1 (Waimakariri Regional River Plan: Proposed Plan Change 1) –

Whilst INZ recognised the need to update the existing WRRP we (alongside many other parties) had considerable concern surrounding both the timing and content of the proposed plan change.
INZ submitted that ECan has not adequately considered, particularly with regard to future economic impacts, the proposed methodology for managing the competing demands of water abstraction and in-stream values on the Waimakariri river.
In particular, INZ opposed the minimum flow for the “B” block being raised to 104m3/s and a 40m3/s cap being placed on it. Both the ‘gap’ and the ‘cap’ could have major implications for the viability of the proposed Lees Valley storage and thus the future of the CWMS.

INZ submitted that an alternative regime of one to one sharing above the A / B1 block minimum flow, would better meet all community stakeholder requirements as set out in the CWMS.
Hurunui Water Project -

INZ made a submission in support of this proposed irrigation infrastructure development.

CWMS Reminder – 

Submissions to the Canterbury Water Management Strategy close on the 2nd October www.canterburywater.org.nz/downloads/036_Draft_strategy_document_01_09_09_web.pdf 

Infrastructure Plan – 

INZ will be making a submission on the Infrastructure: Facts and Issues – Towards the First National Infrastructure Plan www.infrastructure.govt.nz/plan/inf-facts-issues-sep09.pdf . The closing date for this is the 5th October 2009 - comments from members on this are more than welcome.

Workshops & Conference
Governance Training for Scheme Board Members – 
Thanks to all those interested in signing up to this course.  The response was over whelming! We have a full house for our 6 October course and we have a waiting list for our next course, so if you wish to make an expression of interest early please do so by contacting Chris (ccoughlan@irrigationnz.co.nz). We will notify you of the next course date for next year soon.  

Remember this is about building the leadership capability now and for the future – so identify those young ones in your community and get them involved!  We would like to acknowledge Chapman Tripp and PricewaterhouseCoopers for making this opportunity possible.

AGM & Automated Control Systems Workshop – 10am – 2pm Ashburton Hotel 7th October 2009  

Alongside our 2009 AGM, we are running an interactive workshop with a focus on Automated Control Systems for Schemes.

Automation is one of the key components to driving water use efficiency for schemes. From the many enquiries we’ve had so far there’s going to be a wide range of expertise and experience in the room, so whether your scheme is thinking about automation or well down the track with it, this workshop is a must.

If you wish to attend could you please advise Pat Brown (03 379 3820 or admin@irrigationnz.co.nz) to enable us to have numbers for catering purposes.
Conference
Our program is close to being finalised and now we are onto approaching key note speakers and early invitations out to principal guests, including government ministers.  

We have a growing band of interest in key sponsorship areas of our conference and we would like to make special note of thanks to MAF, Meridian and Hynds for coming on alongside as Principal Partners. All other sponsorships and exhibition sites will be available to industry and service organisations very soon check it out at www.irrigationnz.co.nz
Finally, please remember this conference is FOR YOU our INZ members.  We have a great venue and a great programme lined up with lots of good practical information for you so please note now INZ conference, 26th to the 28th April 2010 in your diaries as this will be a conference not to miss. 
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Projects

This year’s SFF >$20k funding round closes October 7th. We are currently in the process of drawing up cross sector project proposals that will be of much benefit to irrigators; Decision Support System for Fish Screen Installations; Irrigator Operator Training; A ‘How to’ Guide for Irrigator User Group Establishment
Lastly, we had a very productive catch up with Peter Toome, Chairman of IAL (Irrigation Australia) when he was in NZ earlier this month. As a result we are now looking towards developing a reciprocal agreement between INZ and IAL. As a starter, IAL have said they are willing to provide our members with an “early-bird” discount for their conference in Swan Hill, Victoria, 18th-21st October 2009 www.irrigation.org.au/index.cfm?/events/irrigation-australia-2009.

Andrew Curtis

Chief Executive

Any queries:

Andrew Curtis, Chief Executive 

acurtis@irrigationnz.co.nz
Chris Coughlan, Business Manager  

ccoughlan@irrigationnz.co.nz
Pat Brown, Administrator


admin@irrigationnz.co.nz
OR call us on 03 379 3820
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This cross sector field day is brought to you by

DairyNZ, SIDDC, Irrigation NZ and FAR

Irrigation Field Day

Thursday, 8th October

1.30pm – 3.15pm

Following the Focus Day

Lincoln University Dairy Farm, Shands Rd, Lincoln

Canterbury Water Strategy
· Update on strategy progress, why it is important and the implications for water users.  Speakers: Penny Nelson (DairyNZ) and Andrew Curtis (IrrigationNZ)
Irrigation System Maintenance
· Understand what annual and weekly maintenance is required for your irrigation system and why
Options for watering corners of pivot areas

· Options available to water corners of pivoted systems  
· Lincoln University Dairy Farm case study with GPS sprinkler placement




To register please call Mel Bond at FAR on 03 325 6353 or e-mail �HYPERLINK "mailto:bondm@far.org.nz"�bondm@far.org.nz� 
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